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An EEO/Affirmative Action employer, University of Wisconsin-Extension provides  
equal opportunities in employment and programming, including Title IX requirements. 

The Eastern Wisconsin DHIC newsletter is a partnership among UW-Extension offices in  
Sheboygan, Manitowoc, Brown, Ozaukee and Washington counties.  Our goal is to provide 
EWDHIC members, service providers and consultants with timely information based on 
university research.  Use of commercial names or products within this newsletter does not 
imply endorsement. 

Manager’s Memo 

Earlier this year a committee of Board members was formed to do a study for the 
workspace available to perform the daily tasks necessary at the milk lab in Waldo.  It 
was determined that the lab was in need of additional space not only for the present 
services, but also for services that may arise in the future.  So after several building 
planning sessions and the recommendation of the committee, a plan of a 1200 square 
foot addition was presented to the Board for their review in June.  After much 
discussion at the meeting it was decided to proceed with the project that would add a 30 
ft. by 40 ft. addition that included: 

• 3 individual analyzing areas to be used for current or future tests 
• two bottle preparation and cleanup area  
• additional bathroom and laundry area 
• basement mechanical room of 300 sq. ft. 
• record storage area in basement of 300 sq. ft. 
• remaining basement of 600 sq. ft. is undesignated. 

 

With this addition we will be able to move existing equipment (furnace, water heater, 
water softener and laundry out of our current 
building  to free up more space for organizing the 
daily work flow in that area. 
 

The building should be completed within the next 
30 days as we are looking forward to that point.  I 
will say that it is very exciting knowing that the 
Board is looking to the future and willing to invest 
time and money toward the growth of your 
Cooperative.  
 

In our next newsletter we will be posting an open 
house for the members to stop in and view their lab 
in the workday setting.  Watch for this in the future 
and I would hope to see you then. 
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Nov 10   Oil Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasure (SPCC) Program goes into 
effect. 

 
 

UW-Extension to host Pest Management Update Meetings 
throughout Wisconsin 

 
University of Wisconsin-Extension specialists in weed science, plant pathology and entomology 
will present the latest information on pest management and biology for Wisconsin field crops at 
the annual Pest Management Update Meetings in three Eastern Wisconsin locations in 
November. 
 
Weed management topics include herbicide updates, glyphosate resistance updates, control 
strategies for giant ragweed, weed management decisions in alfalfa, costs of weeds in pastures, 
and much more. Insect management topics include black cutworm, slugs, armyworms, spider 
mites, Japanese beetles and Bt corn traits and refuge updates. Plant pathology topics will cover 
the biology and management of Goss’s wilt, the economics of using soybean seed treatments, 
considerations for using fungicides and insecticides in alfalfa, and links between crop genetics 
and diseases in small grains.   
 
Speakers at the meetings will be Mark Renz, perennial cropping systems weed scientist; Vince 
Davis annual cropping systems weed scientist; Eileen Cullen, field crop entomologist; and Paul 
Esker, field crop plant pathologist.  
 
Four hours of Certified Crop Advisor CEU credits in pest management are requested and 
available for participants at each session. 
 
All sessions start at 10 a.m. and conclude at 3 p.m. Registration and coffee begins at 9:30 a.m. for 
all sessions. The registration fee is $35. This fee covers the cost of the information packet and the 
noon meal. The information packet will contain the 2011 Pest Management in Wisconsin Field 
Crops bulletin (A3646) which contains weed, insect and disease control recommendations for 
corn, soybean, small grains and forages, as well as other pest management reference materials. 
Additional copies of the information packet will be available for purchase at $20 each. 
 
Organizers request participants to pre-register with the host agent at least one week before the 
meeting they wish to attend. 
 
The schedule for the Wisconsin Pest Management Update meetings in Eastern Wisconsin is: 
Nov. 10, Arlington, contact Heidi Johnson, Jefferson County Agriculture Agent, 920-674-7295 
 
Nov. 14, Fond du Lac, contact Mike Rankin, Fond du Lac County Crops & Soils Agent,  
  920-929-3170 
 
Nov. 15, Green Bay, contact Mark Hagedorn, Brown County Agriculture Agent, 920-391-4612 
 

COMING EVENTSCOMING EVENTSCOMING EVENTS   
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such as diesel fuel, gasoline, lube 
oil, hydraulic oil, adjuvant oil, 
crop oil, vegetable oil, or animal 
fat; and  

• Stores more than 1,320 US gallons 
in aboveground containers or 
more than 42,000 US gallons in 
completely buried containers; and  

• Could reasonably be expected to 
discharge oil to waters of the US 
or adjoining shorelines, such as 
interstate waters, intrastate lakes, 
rivers, and streams.  

 
If your farm meets all of these 
criteria, then your farm is covered by 
SPCC. 
 
TIPS: 
• Count only containers of oil that 

have a storage capacity of 55 US 
gallons and above. 

• Adjacent or non-adjacent parcels, 
either leased or owned, may be 
considered separate facilities for 
SPCC purposes.  Containers on 
separate parcels (that the farmer 
identifies as separate facilities 
based on how they are operated) 
do not need to be added together 
in determining whether the 1,320
-gallon applicability threshold is 
met. 

 
If my farm is covered by SPCC, what 
should I do? 
The SPCC program requires you to 
prepare and implement an SPCC Plan.  
If you already have a Plan, maintain 
it.  If you do not have a Plan, you 
should prepare and implement one.  
Many farmers will need to have their 
Plan certified by a Professional 
Engineer (“PE”).  However, you may 
be eligible to self-certify your 

amended Plan if: 
 
• Your farm has a total oil storage 

capacity between 1,320 and 
10,000 gallons in aboveground 
containers, and the farm has a 
good spill history (as described 
in the SPCC rule), you may 
prepare and self-certify your 
own Plan.  (However, if you 
decide to use certain alternate 
measures allowed by the federal 
SPCC Rule, you will need a PE.) 

• Your farm has storage capacity 
of more than 10,000 gallons, or 
has had an oil spill you may 
need to prepare an SPCC Plan 
certified by a PE. 

 
TIP:  If you are eligible to self-
certify your Plan, and no 
aboveground container at your farm 
is greater than 5,000 gallons in 
capacity, then you may use the Plan 
template that is available to 
download from EPA’s Web site at:  
http://www.epa.gov/oem/content/
spcc/tier1temp.htm 
 
When should I prepare and 
implement a Plan?  
Farms in operation on or before 
August 16, 2002, must maintain or 
amend their existing Plan by 
November 10, 2011. Any farm that 
started operation after August 16, 
2002, but before November 10, 
2011, must prepare and use a Plan 
on or before November 10, 2011.  

Note: If your farm was in operation 
before August 16, 2002, and you do 
not already have a Plan, you must 
prepare a Plan now. Do not wait 
until November 10, 2011.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This fact sheet will assist you, as a 
farmer, in understanding your 
obligations under the SPCC 
Program.  
 
What is SPCC?  
The goal of the SPCC program is to 
prevent oil spills into waters of the 
United States and adjoining 
shorelines. Oil spills can cause 
injuries to people and damage to the 
environment. A key element of this 
program calls for farmers and other 
facilities to have an oil spill 
prevention plan, called an SPCC 
Plan. These Plans can help farmers 
prevent oil spills which can damage 
water resources needed for farming 
operations.  
 
What is considered a farm under 
SPCC?  
Under SPCC, a farm is: “a facility on 
a tract of land devoted to the 
production of crops or raising of 
animals, including fish, which 
produced and sold, or normally 
would have produced and sold, 
$1,000 or more of agricultural 
products during a year.”  
 
Is my farm covered by SPCC?  
SPCC applies to a farm which:   
• Stores, transfers, uses, or 

consumes oil or oil products, 

E A S T E R N  W I S C O N S I N  D H I C  N E W S L E T T E R  

Oil Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasure (SPCC) Program: 
Information for Farmers  

V O L U M E  3 ,  I S S U E  1 0  
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earth or concrete. A double-
walled tank may also suffice;  

• Provide effective, general 
secondary containment to address 
the most likely discharge where 
you transfer oil to and from 
containers and for mobile 
refuelers, such as fuel nurse tanks 
mounted on trucks or trailers. For 
example, you may use sorbent 
materials, drip pans or curbing for 
these areas; and  

• Periodically inspect and test pipes 
and containers. You should 
visually inspect aboveground 
pipes and inspect aboveground 
containers following industry 
standards. You must “leak test” 
buried pipes when they are 
installed or repaired. EPA 
recommends you keep a written 
record of your inspections.  

 
How and when do I maintain my 
SPCC Plan? 
Amend and update your SPCC Plan 
when changes are made to the farm, 
for example, if you add new storage 
containers (e.g. tanks) that are 55 
gallons or larger, or if you purchase or 
lease parcels with containers that are 
55 gallons or larger. You must review 
your Plan every five years to make 
sure it includes any changes in oil 
storage at your farm.  

What should I do if I have an oil spill?  
• Activate your SPCC Plan 

procedures to prevent the oil spill 
from reaching a creek or river.  

• Implement spill cleanup and 
mitigation procedures outlined in 
your Plan.  

• Notify the National Response 
Center (NRC) at 800-424-8802 if 
you have an oil discharge to 
waters or adjoining shorelines.  

• If the amount of oil spilled to 

water is more that 42 gallons on 
two different occasions within a 
12-month period or more than 
1,000 gallons to water in a single 
spill event, then notify your 
EPA Regional office in writing.  

 
For More Information 

 
Read the SPCC rule and additional 
resources:  
http://www.epa.gov/emergencies/
spcc  

Call or send an e-mail to the EPA 
Ag Compliance Assistance Center: 1
-888-663-2155 http://www.epa.gov/
agriculture/agctr.html  

Call the Superfund, TRI, EPCRA, 
RMP, and Oil Information Center:  
(800) 424-9346 or (703) 412-9810 
TDD (800) 553-7672 or (703) 412-
3323 http://www.epa.gov/
superfund/resources/infocenter  

Source:  Office of Emergency Management 
 
 

What information will I need to 
prepare an SPCC Plan for my farm?  
• A list of the oil containers at the 

farm by parcel (including the 
contents and location of each 
container);  

• A brief description of the 
procedures that you will use to 
prevent oil spills. For example, 
steps you use to transfer fuel 
from a storage tank to your farm 
vehicles that reduce the 
possibility of a fuel spill;  

• A brief description of the 
measures you installed to 
prevent oil from reaching water 
(see next section);  

• A brief description of the 
measures you will use to contain 
and cleanup an oil spill to water; 
and  

• A list of emergency contacts and 
first responders.  

 
What spill prevention measures 
should I implement and include in 
my SPCC Plan?  
• Use containers suitable for the 

oil stored. For example, use a 
container designed for 
flammable liquids to store 
gasoline;  

• Identify contractors or other 
local personnel who can help 
you clean up an oil spill;  

• Provide overfill prevention for 
your oil storage containers. You 
could use a high-level alarm, or 
audible vent, or establish a 
procedure to fill containers;  

• Provide effective, sized 
secondary containment for bulk 
storage containers, such as a dike 
or a remote impoundment. The 
containment must be able to 
hold the full capacity of the 
container plus possible rainfall. 
The dike may be constructed of 

This goes into 
effect on 

November 10, 
2011. 



foot wide by 100 foot silage bag cover 
used to cover this silage bag would 
cost about $500.  It can be re-used, 
but no data on potential life span was 
found.  If it could be used for just 5 
years, then the cost per year would be 
$100. 
 
The value used for corn silage in this 
example is $54.49 per ton at 65 
percent moisture or $155.98 per ton 
on a dry matter basis.  A “normal” dry 
matter loss of 10 percent would result 
in a loss in value of the corn silage of 
$528.78.  An “extreme” dry matter 
loss of 22 percent would result in a 
loss in value of the corn silage of 
$1,163.32.  The difference in value of 
the lost corn silage between the 
“normal” and “extreme” corn silage is 
$634.54.  Thus, the silage bag cover 
valued at $500 could have covered its 
purchase price in the first year in a 
case of “extreme” bird damage.  The 
increased value of corn silage due to 
high grain prices will warrant 

precautions not previously 
economic with lower-priced grain.  
See the chart below for how 
increased silage dry matter loss 
affects the value of lost corn silage.  
 
 

A study by University of Wisconsin 
agricultural engineers, Richard 
Muck and Brian Holmes, quantified 
dry matter densities and losses in 
silage bags.  Total dry matter losses 
(gaseous, seepage, and spoilage) 
ranged from 0 to 38.2 percent.  
Average dry matter loss across all 
bags was 14.2 percent (similar to a 
well-managed bunker).  However, if 
the worst three bags were 
eliminated, the average loss dropped 
to about 10 percent.  Unnoticed bird 
damage to the top of one of the bags 
caused a spoilage loss of 22 percent. 
 
If 10 percent dry matter loss is used 
as the “normal” loss for a silage bag 
and 22 percent dry matter loss is 
used as the “extreme” loss from bird 
damage, then heavy bird damage 
could cause a potential increased dry 
matter loss of 12 percent.  A 9 foot 
by 100 foot silage bag has the 
capacity to store 67,800 pounds (or 
33.9 tons) dry matter of silage.  A 20 

Can it Pay to Cover Silage Bags with a Cover?  
Ken Barnett, University of Wisconsin-Extension 
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needs the learners bring from their 
own operations.  Dr. Tom Myers will 
be the lead instructor with assistance 
from Greg Booher and Terrilynn 
Hastreiter, Farm Business Instructors 
at Lakeshore Technical College.  Dr. 
Myers has a lifetime of herd 
veterinary experience and is well 
versed in the use of Dairy Comp 305. 
 
Registration will be first come first 
serve.  Lakeshore Technical College 
has a lab with 18 computers with 
Dairy Comp 305 installed so 
participants can actually perform 
functions with a live herd.  To enroll 
call the registration desk at LTC at     
1-888-468-6582 extension 1366.  
Register for session one, class number 
68225.  The cost is $19.90.  Lunch will 

be on your own.  The user group 
training dates are: 
♦ Friday, October 28, 2011 

Agriculture Building           
10:30-2:30 P.M. 

♦ Friday, January 6, 2012 
Agriculture Building             
10:30-2:30 P.M. 

♦ Friday, March 16, 2012 
Agriculture Building              
10:30-2:30 P.M. 

♦ Friday, May 18, 2012 
Agriculture Building             
10:30-2:30 P.M. 

  
Call Greg Booher, Farm Business 
Instructor for more information at 
920-960-0551.  

 

In August 2010, Lakeshore Technical 
College held a Dairy Comp training 
session with a few selected 
herdspeople to determine their 
Dairy Comp 305 needs and 
experiment with how best to deliver 
the training.  The consensus 
expressed by the trial group 
indicated they would like to form a 
users group that would meet 
approximately four times per year to 
continue their development in the 
use of Dairy Comp. 
 
The format for this Dairy Comp 305 
user group will be a 1 1/2 hour 
training before lunch reviewing new 
or underutilized Dairy Comp 
functions, followed by a 1 1/2 hour 
session after lunch to discuss specific 

Dairy Comp 305 

pounds gained from calves without 
coats.   
 
Protect your genetic investments with 
CRI Calf Coats. These coats feature a 
waterproof outer shell and a quilted 
lining. The front Velcro closure and 
buckle leg straps make for easy on and 
off. All coats are Amish made and are 
machine washable. It is recommended 
to line dry coats to help extend the 
life. CRI Calf Coats are available in 

three sizes - small, large and x-large. 
They are ideal to use with calf 
hutches.  
 
Prices on all coats will be $34.00 for 
all sizes from October 1st thru 
November 30th. 
For more information to order, 
contact your DHI Field Technician 
or Eastern Wisconsin DHIC at  
800-439-1317. 

When the temperature falls below 
50 degrees Fahrenheit for extended 
periods of time, a calf will burn extra 
energy to keep warm. This is the 
same energy the calf should be using 
for growth. Wind and snow have a 
greater effect on when a calf will 
start to burn energy to keep warm. A 
North Dakota State University study 
found calves wearing calf coats 
gained 1.4 pounds daily from birth 
to four weeks, compared to the 1.2 

Calf Coats 
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Now Offering ...

DG29™
Bovine Blood Pregnancy Test

What is DG29? 
DG29 is an easy-to-use bovine blood pregnancy test. Blood samples are drawn from cattle on the farm  

or ranch, forwarded to a certified laboratory (AgSource Laboratories located in Menomonie, Wis.),  
and pregnancy diagnosis results are returned to the farm quickly and accurately.

How Does the DG29 Test Work? 
The DG29 bovine pregnancy test uses ELISA (enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay) technology to detect a 
specific pregnancy-related protein within the serum extracted from the blood sample. Based on the presence 
or lack of presence of the pregnancy-related protein positive (pregnant) or negative (open) results are reported. 

When Can an Animal Be Tested? 
The DG29 test can be conducted on cows or heifers as early as 29 days post breeding. Cows must also be 
at least 90 days post calving before blood samples are collected. Performing the DG29 test on cows less 
than 90 days post calving may result in false positive test results; in these animals, the pregnancy-related 

protein from the previous pregnancy may still be present.

Can DG29 Be Used to Test Embryo Transfer Recipients? 
Yes, DG29 can be used to test the pregnancy status of embryo recipients. For recipients, blood samples 

must be drawn on or after day 32 of the pregnancy and therefore 25 days after implantation  
(embryo is at day 7 when implanted + 25 days = day 32).

A minimum of 32 days is required for embryo recipients as embryos are not all at the same level at the  
time of their transfer. Many variable factors affect the quality of transferred embryos: number of days of 
 embryonic development (5 to 7 days); embryo quality (A, B or C); implantation of fresh versus frozen  

embryos; sexed or not sexed embryos; and split embryos or embryos left whole.

How Accurate Are the DG29 Test Results? 
Research published in the Canadian Veterinary Journal has proven the DG29 test to be over 99 percent 

accurate. For the most accurate results, dairy and beef producers must follow the blood collection timeline 
indicated above. In addition, false results may be generated if embryo mortality occurred prior to or at the 

time the blood sample was collected.

What Are the Advantages of DG29? 
DG29 is a convenient, cost-efficient option for pregnancy testing between veterinary visits. Quick  
turnaround time allows animals to be re-entered into an artificial insemination or synchronization  

program sooner, which decreases days open and increases profits.

DG29 can be performed at 29 days post breeding or up to six days earlier than palpation.  
Test results can be received on the farm before palpation can even be performed.

How Are Samples Collected? 
Blood samples should be drawn from the vein located under the animal’s tail. Fill the red-topped blood 

tube (included with the purchase of the DG29 test) until the blood stops flowing. At least 2cc of blood are 

Questions & Answers
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needed to complete the test. Each tube must be labeled with the tube number and animal identification to 
ensure accurate results. In addition, a DG29 test submission form must be included with all blood samples 
sent to the laboratory. Detailed instructions on how to collect the samples are included in each DG29 test kit. 

Note: It is important to use a new needle for each blood sample to avoid cross contamination.
 

How are Results Reported? 
Each animal is reported with a positive (pregnant) or negative (open) test result. If the level of pregnancy-
related protein for any given animal is abnormal for the days post breeding reported, comments are included 

with the results. All results are returned by e-mail, fax or mail per member/customer request.

What is Included in the Price of the Test? 
There are two purchasing options. The first option is to purchase a complete kit. The complete kit includes the 

required red-topped blood tubes, disposable needles, a needle holder and hazardous material shipping 
containers. The shipping of the kit to the farm or ranch and the price of the test analysis are also included in 

the cost of the complete kit. The complete kit is available in quantities of 24, 48, 72 or 144 blood tubes/DG29 tests.

The second option is to purchase only the red-topped blood tubes and test analysis. This option is  
packaged in quantities of 48, 72, 144 or 288 blood tubes/DG29 tests, and does not include the cost of  

shipping the blood tubes to the farm or ranch. Individual needles, the needle holder and hazardous material 
shipping containers may be purchased separately.

All DG29 samples sent to the lab must be submitted in the CRI provided red-topped blood tubes.  
This ensures quick and accurate results. With both purchasing options, the member or customer  

must pay the shipping charges for transporting the blood samples from the farm to the laboratory.

Can DG29 Blood Samples Be Sent Via  
the United States Postal Service? 

DG29 blood samples can easily be shipped to the laboratory via the United States Postal Service (USPS). 
Place the provided red-topped blood tube(s) into the plastic hazardous material shipping container(s)  

supplied with the test kit. Place the protective container(s) into a cardboard box and seal. Write “Exempt 
Animal Specimen” on the outside of the box along with the address to the laboratory. Samples may also be 
sent to the laboratory by UPS or FedEx. Refrigeration of the blood sample is not necessary. Samples may be 
in transit for up to a week without compromising the test results. Mailing procedures are included in DG29 

complete test kits.

Where Can DG29 Test Kits Be Purchased? 
DG29 test kits can be purchased by contacting your local AgSource or Genex representatives. Test kits  

can also be purchased by contacting AgSource at 800-236-0097, calling Genex customer service  
at 888-333-1783, or ordering online through the Genex Profit Shop at profitshop.crinet.com.

























August 2011 Field Service  
 Eastern Wisconsin DHIC 

 

        Herds       Cows 
 

Supervised 1x   301 117,805 
  

Supervised 2x    18 2,698 
 

Supervised 3x       3  330 
 

Unsupervised  168 12,422 
 

Totals  490  133,255 

August 2011 Lab Service 
 Eastern Wisconsin DHIC 

 

Johne’s samples  6,417  
 

Leukosis samples 194  
 

Milk Samples  115,432 

Eastern Wisconsin Dairy Herd Improvement Cooperative 
 

EWDHIC Locations 
Waldo Lab/Office  Phone: 920-528-8942 
718 W 1st Street or       800-439-1317 
Waldo, WI 53093 Fax:    920-528-7469 
 

Green Bay Office  
3243 Kewaunee Rd Ste 101 Phone: 920-863-2741 
Green Bay, WI 54311 Fax:    920-863-2742 
 

Manitowoc Office 
418 S 29th St Phone: 920-682-5972 
Manitowoc, WI 54220  
 

Field Technicians 
Jayne Birkholz   920-876-2053 
Joe Casper 920-948-1572 
John Gelhausen 920-242-2462 
Rick Huth 920-680-8840 
Jody Kasten 920-901-4751 
Ken Kleinhans   920-893-5602 
Tony Knetzger          262-305-4126 
Tim Leitzke 920-621-6710 
Fred Matzke 920-360-6737 
Augie Muesegades  920-980-6908 
Rea Paul 920-629-1935 
Chuck Reineking  920-254-0301 
Allan Sabel 920-889-3663 
Howard Stein 920-609-1100 
Paul Swanson  920-627-1471 
David Wagner 920-242-6996 
 

Laboratory Technicians 
Sheri Giese, Lab/Data Entry Technician 
Cory Horn, Lab Support 
Jamie Meyer, Lab/Data Entry Technician 
Janet Raeder, Lab Support 
Lindsey Schmahl, Lab Support  
Dona Winter, Lab Manager 

We’re on the WEB! 
www.ewdhic.org 

Board of Directors 
Jeff Opitz - Saukville 262-675-6379 
Dan Diederich - De Pere  920-371-8414 
Matt Gartman - Sheboygan 920-207-6659 
Bob Vandoske - Cleveland 920-693-8171 
John Robley - Manitowoc 920-758-2661 
Aaron Salzsieder - Luxemburg  920-495-0181 
Ted Schott Jr - Green Bay 920-619-1871 
Brent Sinkula - Two Rivers  920-242-1309 
Kennard Wagner - Manitowoc 920-758-2396 
  
 

Managers 
Glenn Schmahl 920-528-8942 
Jean Tegen 920-973-5553 
 

 
 
 Dairy & Livestock Agents/Board Advisors 
Scott Gunderson - Manitowoc County Phone:  920-683-4168  
   scott.gunderson@ces.uwex.edu 
Mark Hagedorn - Brown County Phone:  920-391-4612  
  mark.hagedorn@ces.uwex.edu 
Tina Kohlman - Sheboygan County Phone:  920-459-5902  
  tina.kohlman@ces.uwex.edu 
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